Book Reviews
Anaesthesia and Analgesia in Dentistry by Ronald A Green MA MB Bchir FFARCS DA and Michael P Coplans MB BS FFARCS DA pp 390 illustrated £7 London: HKLewis 1973 It is probably only due to sheer expediency and to the historical fact that the beginnings of anxsthesia owed much to the practice of dentistry that the protean qualities of those who administer dental anesthesia are more or less tolerated by specialist anesthetists. The subject is steeped in contoversy but none would doubt that there is a great deal of room for improvement in overall standards and, to this end, there is clearly a pressing need for a comprehensive and authoritative textbook. Dr Green and Dr Coplans have produced such a volume which can rightly lay claim to be the standard work on the subject. It is a well-nigh perfect work which should serve as a model for similar textbooks in future. The reader is provided with a complete, clear, well illustrated and lucid account, so skilfully presented that both beginner and established practitioner may turn to this book for the information they require. All who practise dental anesthesia and analgesia should possess a copy and be thoroughly familiar with its contents. It is impossible to praise the book too highly and the authors are to be congratulated and thanked for their meticulous work.
RICHARD Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973 For many years there has been a need for a comprehensive advanced textbook of pwediatrics published in Britain. In attempting this task the editors will be aware that, if successful, the book might stand for a number of decades as the expression of the style, content, and excellence of British pxediatrics. That they have been so successful in this large publication is a tribute to them and their team of 73 contributors. In spite of its very wide coverage, adequate detail and bibliography is provided for the specialist. The book is particularly interesting and informative in vital statistics, neonatology, social padiatrics and preventive pediatrics, but this does not imply that other sections are less adequate. There is also a useful section on intensive care.
The line drawings, diagrams, tables and photographs are one of the most attractive and effective parts of the work. The extensive collection of X-ray photographs is particularly good and a minor error in its pagination is of no practical importance. This book is much in advance of its competitors and has radically altered my reference reading habits. It can be strongly recommended to peediatricians and those in training, and although undergraduate students will not require to read it fully, they should be encouraged to dip into it for special problems.
